absence of 24 hours or more was the most pre-
valent crime in the military,4 Among costs related
to an unauthorized absence, GAO listed those for
reporting, apprehending, processing, trying, and
confining the offender. Each unauthorized ab-
sence of less than 30 days cost the military an aver-
age of $180. Deserters, or those who were absent
30 or more days, were considerably more costly, at
$904 per incident. On the basis of these figures, the
average cost per unauthorized absence was $189
for men and $27 for women in the 1975 cohort
(see Figure 1). Among men, incidents of unauthor-
ized absence and of desertion numbered 38,281
and 10,932, respectively; the corresponding figures
for women were 429 and 93.

The incidence of disciplinary offenses in the
military was higher among men of low aptitude
than among those who scored higher on the en-
trance battery,5 For women, the frequency distri-
butions differed considerably, primarily because
very few women who did not have high school
diplomas (or the equivalent) or who did not score
in the upper three mental categories were per-
mitted to enlist in the Navy. Thus, the lower un-
authorized absence rate consistently reported for
women probably reflected their high quality and,
as such, may be a gender difference that would
narrow if men and women had comparable selec-
tion criteria. However, investigation of male and
female absenteeism in the 1975 cohort showed that
even women scoring in the lowest mental category
had a rate of unauthorized absence lower than
that of the brightest men (see Figure 1). That is,
6.1 percent of the women in mental group IV had
one or more recorded unauthorized absences,
compared to 10.6 percent of the men in mental
group I.

Medical inpatient costs. Authorized absences
for medical inpatient care have been very costly
for the military, not only in terms of direct hospi-
talization expenses, but also because of costs asso-
ciated with disability, retirement, military readi-
ness, and human suffering. For the 1975 group,
frequency distributions of numbers of hospitaliza-
tions by primary diagnosis and of numbers of days

4  AWOL in the Military, p. L

5  John A. Flag and Jerry M. Goffman, "The Prediction of
Four-Year Military Effectiveness from  Characteristics of
Naval Recruits," Military Medicine, 131 (1966), pp. 729-35,

Figure 1. Unauthorized absences
among Navy's 1975 enlisted cohort

Unauthorized absences and desertions among
the 1975 cohort cost the Navy nearly $17
million (on average, $189 per man and $27 per
woman). Overall, women were significantly less
prone to such offenses, particularly compared
with men in the lower mental categories.
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hospitalized were computed by sex for the period
from 1975 to 1978 (see Figure 2 on p. 22; data
were unavailable for 1979). The rate of hospitali-
zations for women was more than double that for
men.

Men's hospitalizations were most often attrib-
uted to injury-related conditions (accidents,
poisonings, and violence), musculoskeletal
disorders, and mental disorders. These hospitan'za-
tions accounted for 47.4 percent of all admissions
and totalled 162,605 days, or 46.1 percent of the
352,605 days men lost from duty due to medical in-
patient care during the three-year period. Admis-
sions for alcoholism represented 3 percent of all
hospitalizations for men and 9,135 days hospital-
ized; corresponding numbers for drug-related con-
ditions were 281 hospitalizations and 1,386 days
hospitalized. Among women, pregnancy-related
conditions accounted for the greatest number of
hospitalizations (1,376 admissions, or 23,5 percent
of the total), of which 598 were for abortions. Ad-
missions attributable to mental disorders
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